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Text  Amendment  Application   No.    103 
Boston   Redevelopment  Authority 
Port  Norfolk   Interim   Planning 
Overlay  District 


TEXT  AMENDMENT   NO.    79 

THE  COMMONWEALTH   OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

CITY  OF   BOSTON 

IN   ZONING  COMMISSION 


EFFECTIVE 
September  3,  1985+ 


The  Zoning  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston,   acting  under  Chapter  665 
of  the  Acts  of  1956  as  amended,    after  due  report,   notice,   and  hearing  does 
hereby  amend  the  Boston  Zoning   Code  as  follows: 

By  inserting  after  Article  27,   for  a  period  of  fifteen  months  from  the 
effective  date  of  this  amendment,   the  following  Article: 

ARTICLE  27A 

PORT   NORFOLK    INTERIM   PLANNING  OVERLAY   DISTRICT 

SECTION   27A-1 :      Physical   Boundaries.     The  Port  Norfolk   Interim  Planning 
Overlay  District  ("Overlay  District")   includes: 

Such  portions  of  the  present  W-2  and  M-1   subdistricts  in  the  section  of 
Dorchester  known  as  Port  Norfolk  as  are  within  the  following  boundaries: 
southerly  by  the  Neponset  Avenue  Bridge  and   Neponset  Avenue;   westerly 
by  the  Southeast  Expressway;   northerly  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  inter- 
section of  Conley  Street  and  the  Southeast  Expressway  extending  north- 
easterly forty-five  degrees  to  the  Boston-Quincy  municipal   boundary 
line;   and  easterly  by  the  Boston-Quincy  municipal   boundary  line. 

SECTION  27A-2:      Underlying   Zoning.      "Underlying   Zoning"   shall   mean 
the  zoning  subdistricts  as  shown  for  the  area  described   in  Section  27A-1,   on 
Map  8,   South   Dorchester,    in  the  series  of  maps  entitled   "Zoning   Districts  City 
of  Boston"  dated  August  15,    1962,   as  existing   in   said  area  on  the  effective 
date  of  the  Overlay  District.      Said  subdistricts  are  W-2  and  M-1   and  shall 
remain   in  effect  subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

SECTION  27A-3:      Time  Period.      This  Overlay   District  will   be  in  effect 
for  fifteen  months  from  the  effective  date  of  this  amendment  (unless  otherwise 
extended  pursuant  to  Section  27-2(5))  or  until  the  effective  date  of  any 
changes  in  the  Underlying  Zoning  adopted  pursuant  to  the  process  outlined  in 
Section  27A-5,   whichever  occurs  first.     At  the  end  of  said  period  the  Overlay 
District  shall  automatically  terminate. 

fDati  of  public  notice:      August  2,    1985  (see  St.    1956,    c.   665,    s.    5). 
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SECTION   27A-4:      Characteristics  of  the  District  That  Suggest  That  the 
Underlying   Zoning  May  "Not  Be  Appropriate"!      The  existing  zoning,   W-2  and 
M-1,   may  not  be  appropriate  in  that: 

a.  Many  former  waterfront  facilities  are  no  longer  being  used  by  their 
owners; 

b.  This  neglect  has  resulted  in  the  deterioration  of  the  Port  Norfolk  water- 
front,  creating  a  degraded  and  blighted  environment; 

c.  Fundamental  changes  in  the  locational  requirements  of  water-dependent 
industries  make  Port  Norfolk  an  unlikely  site  for  redevelopment  of  such 
uses;   and 

d.  The  lack  of  major  thoroughfares  forces  heavy  trucks  serving  the  W-2 
and  M-1   areas  to  use  narrow  residential  streets,  thereby  creating 
dangerous  conditions. 

SECTION   27A-5:     Timetable  for  Conducting  and   Completing   Comprehensive 
Planning  Study  and  Petitioning  for  any  Zoning  Changes. 

a.  Establishment  of  a  Port  Norfolk  Planning  Advisory  Committee:     one  month 
from  the  establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

b.  Inventory  of  land  uses  within  the  study  area:     three  months  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

c.  Completion  of  a  comprehensive  planning  study  of  the  study  area:     ten 
months  from  the  establishment  of  the  overlay  district. 

d.  Submission  of  a  comprehensive  planning  study   report,    including  any 
recommendations  for  new  zoning  designations,   densities,   heights,   new 
zoning  district  types,   and  permitted  uses  to  the  Port  Norfolk  Planning 
Advisory  Committee  and  the  Harborpark  Advisory  Committee:     eleven 
months  from  the  establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

e.  Boston   Redevelopment  Authority  Board   public  meeting  on   recommendation 
to  petition  the  Zoning  Commission  to  adopt  zoning  changes,    if  any: 
twelve  months  from  the  establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

f.  Zoning   Commission   hearing  on   petition  to  adopt  zoning  changes,    if  any: 
fourteen  months  from  the  establishment  of  the  Overlay  District. 

SECTION  27A-6:      Interim   Planning   Procedure.      Since  it  is  essential   to 
protect  the  study  area,   while  the  comprehensive  planning  study  is  being 
conducted  and  contemplated  zoning  changes  are  being  prepared,   from  develop- 
ment that  would  frustrate  the  goals  of  the  comprehensive  planning  process 
and  contemplated  zoning  changes,   the   Interim   Planning   Permit  procedure 
described   in  Section  27-3  is  hereby  adopted  for  the  Overlay  District.     While 
the  Overlay  District  is   in  effect,   all   applicants  for  a  building  permit  or  a 
change  of  use  or  change  of  occupancy  permit  in   said   District  shall  apply  for 
an   Interim  Planning   Permit.      This  procedure  is   in  addition  to  the  require- 
ments and  procedures  mandated   by  the  Underlying  Zoning. 
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SECTION   27A-7:      Goals  of  the  Comprehensive  Planning  Study  and 
Contemplated  Zoning  Changes.     The  Board  of  Appeal   shall  grant  an   Interim 
Planning  Permit  only  if  it  finds  that  the  proposed  action  would  be  consistent 
with  the  following  goals: 

a.  To  prevent  further  degradation  of  water  quality  in  Dorchester  Bay  and 
the  Neponset  River; 

b.  To  ensure  physical  and  visual  public  access  to  the  waterfront; 

c.  To  provide  the  opportunity  for  water-based  recreation  and  increased 
open  space; 

d.  To  promote  land  uses  that  are  compatible  with  the  existing  adjacent 
residential  uses; 

e.  To  promote  the  rehabilitation  or  removal  of  existing  piers  and  waterfront 
structures; 

f.  To  prevent  the  proliferation  of  potentially  hazardous,   dangerous, 
noxious,   and  environmentally  degrading  uses; 

g.  To  minimize  the  impact  of  heavy  truck  traffic  on  adjacent  residential 
streets; 

h.       To  promote  the  development  of  water-dependent,   water-related,   and 
water-enhanced  uses. 

SECTION  27A-8:     Severability.     The  provisions  of  this  article  are  sever- 
able,  and  if  any  such  provision  or  provisions  shall  be  held  invalid  or  uncon- 
stitutional by  any  decision  of  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,   such 
decision  shall  not  impair  or  otherwise  affect  any  other  provision  of  this 
article. 
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Chairman 


Vice  Chairman 
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In  Zoning  Commission 
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Adopted       August  26,   1985 

Attest:      /  %ltUfM.£*i&.  ^f&^z&'J?- 
Secretary 


Date: 
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The  foregoing  amendment  was  presented  to  the  Mayor  on  August  29,  1985,  and 
was  signed  by  him  on  September  3,  1985,  whereupon  it  became  effective  on 
September  3,  1985,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of  Chapter 
565  of  the  Acts  of  1956. 
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Secretary 
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